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The Texas A&M University Sys-
tem’s Office of Technology Com-
mercialization announced Friday it
has reached an agreement with sever-
al Belgium-based businesses for part-
nerships that could bring miilions of
investment dollars to the Brazos
Valley.
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In addition to the deal with
Hystem
annotmced the following new
partnership agreemennts:

2-mibion Euros agree-
ment between the A&M Sys-
tem and the Walloon region's

AMOS, the A&M

« A

elol

One of the deals calls for Belgian
high-tech optical company AMOS to
locate its tirst U.S, office in College
Station.

The partherships were struck at
the end of twoe days of meetings with
trade delegation representatives from
the Wallonia Foreign Trade and
mvestinent Agency (AWEX), an arm
of the Walloon govermmnent in the
southern  region of  Belgium.

cnemicals management and
regulatory compliance,
o The system and PEPITe

intent agreeing to collaborate
m the creation and delivery of
data mining technologies that
officials s nd will mwblu facto-
ries  {o oper ate wiith more
energy eificiency,

Brett Cornwell,  associate
vice chancellor for technology
commerciatization  for  the

in  company slg,md 4 letier of

Sofinex economic fund to joint-
ly develop and invest in
reseai'ch and business ven-
tures of interest to both parties.

o The A&M Systemi has
joined Lisamn Systems SA and
1ts partners in the co-founding
of Lisam America, Inc., which
18 delivering environmerntal,
health and safety software
and service solutions for

A&M Systom, said thad seeking
conmercialization opporiani-
tios on the niernational front
i8 a "new system ottflook.”

Tho A&M Svetem, hoe added,
“has been very lucky to find a
partner ke AWIGX that sees
the mubuad loeal econoniic
benerits of thinking interna
Lonally ior conunerciaiiza-
[on opportunities from our

Representatives trom 17 Belgian com- .

panies participated in the talks.
Officials announced the partner-

ships during two media events it The

Research Vallev Partnership offices
and Texas A&M Institute for Pre-

“elinieal Studies.

Wallonia has a network of nine uni-
versities and 360 research and devel-
opment centers that focus on
research areas similar to those at

respective universies,”

Todd McDaniel, president
and OO of The Research
Valley Parinevship, said Bel-
gium has a huge hiotechnolo-
gy mdustyy, and he views the
partnership as an internation-
al gateway into the mdustry.

Cornwall said the systom,
which hag funds specifically
sOT G4 1{10 for colnvesting, puts
o reladively modest
amount” for the 11"{1‘1’1‘101"'}1'11)@;
- about §25,000 for company
stari-ups.

cornwell said the benefit to
the system i the {unding
potential for research proj-
octs, as well as money earned
through licensing.

“The only way we cominer-
cialize technology is througn
companies,” Cornwell said.
“H's all abont investment.”

gian companies could bring millions to BV

Texas A&M, university system offi-
cials said, including life sciences,
mechanics, aerospace, clean tech-:
nologies and agro-foed. The system’s
Ofice of Technology Commercial-
jzattion (OTC) has developed a strong
1'(>Iatiom}1ip with the Wallonia
investment agency as part of the
OTC’s “Born Big” economic strategy

See DEALS, Page ALl




